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The Harpswell Historical Society is dedicated to the discovery, identification, collection, preservation,

interpretation, and dissemination of materials relating to the history of Harpswell and its peaple.

President’s Message

For this newsletter there is a lot to
report. In fact there is so much that
I’'m not sure where to begin, but that
has never held me back!

By agreement between the Town
of Harpswell and the Harpswell His-
torical Society our archives is now the
repository for the oldest town records.
This transfer has taken place. The
preservation of these records is one of
the main reasons that our society was
formed some twenty seven years ago.
Although this has taken a long time to
happen it is good both for the town
and our society. These records have
been cleaned, cataloged and placed in
archival boxes. This work was done by
grants from the Maine State Archives.
Many thanks to the Selectmen and
the Town Administrator for their help
and consideration on this important
matter.

Our Society through an interest-
ing set of circumstances has become
the 501 ¢3 fiscal sponsor of New
York film producer Joseph Goldman’s
documentary film The Fishermen of
Mackerel Cove. Joe has been working
on this film for many years and some
of the Bailey’s Island fishermen that

are shown are no longer with us. The
film does a very good job of recording
a way of life that is becoming increas-
ingly rare. The Maine Community
Foundation has given grants to our
society totaling Seventy five thousand
dollars to go directly to Joe’s film
project. If all goes as expected, and I
believe that it will, we will be seeing
The Fishermen of Mackerel Cove on
National Public Television. The first
showing of the film will be at Library
Hall on Bailey’s Island.

Some time ago our Society was

given a copy of a poetry book called
Home Folks of Harpswell and other
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Poems. This was written by Frank
Linwood Bailey in 1961. The forward
of the book reads as follows:

It was only after consid-
erable urging by my friends
that I decided to make a
collection of my poems and
publish them in book form.
To those who were around
at the time these events were
taking place during my boy-
hood days in Harpswell, will
come the most enjoyment,
but I hope my work will en-
tertain anyone who may take
the time to read it.

We believe that this book will be
of interest to a new generation. With
help from the Harpswell Anchor, the
Society has reprinted one thousand
copies of this fine book. They will
be available at the Museum, Gulf of
Maine Books, Land’s End, Hawkes
Lobster and the Harpswell Anchor.
The price will be Fifteen Dollars.

If this is venture successful, watch
for more of Harpswell history to be
reprinted.

We have received five thousand
dollars from the estate of Raymond
Bibber. Mr. Bibber was a long time
resident of West Harpswell and some-
one interested in the town’s history.
This money is to be used in Centen-
nial Hall. Before our Society acquired
Centennial Hall it was on property
that abutted Mr. Bibber’s farm. We
will use Raymond Bibber’s kindness

to put heating and cooling in Centen-

nial Hall. We were given a number of
things from the homestead including

Raymond’s SCRAP BOOKS!
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We have received One Thousand
Dollars from the Maine Antiques
Dealers Association. This money will
be used for work on documents in the
archives.

We have received a large number
of artifacts from the Paul Durgan
home in West Harpswell. This col-
lection contains such diverse items
as a three quarter painted bed with
grained background and floral design,
a wonderful strap of brass sleigh
bells and a girls bicycle with wooden
wheels and fenders. There are many
more interesting items as well. These
were donated by Gordon and Roberta
Weil.

We have received a map of Pott’s
point. This is hand drawn on parch-
ment dated Seventeen fifty two, six
years before the incorporation of The
Town of Harpswell. This is a gift of
Sherry Clark.

We have received an English sex-
tant with the following inscription on

its handle.

Presented by the Brit-
ish Government to Captain
Bishop of the Ship Jane
Southard of Richmond,
Maine. Acknowledgement of
his kindness to a portion of
the crews of the Brigs Lero of
Windsor and the Albion of
Aberystwith. In February of
Eighteen Sixty Eight.

Captain John Bishop was a Harp-
swell man. This is a gift of Sherry
Clark.

We have received a large Richie
Ship’s box Compass. This is a Gift of



Sherry Clark. We have received an
Eight Day Chelsea Ship’s Clock. This
is a gift of Sherry Clark.

We have received a display of post
cards, photos and memorabilia of
Harpswell Steamboats. This is a gift of
Rete Williams.

We have received a very old Baby
shoe. This was found by the front
door of the Museum.

We have received a coffee grinder.
This was found by the front door
of the Museum. As you can see our
activities and collection are growing at
a good rate
Respectfully submitted

David Hackett, IIT
President

Many thanks to
contributors of artifacts
and services:

¢
¢
¢
¢

Sherry Clark
Rete Williams
Gordon and Roberta Wei

Maine Antiques Dealers
Association

<

estate of Raymond Bibber
¢ Harpswell Anchor
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David Hackett, IIT (President)
Peg Newberg

Burr Taylor

Gerald York (Secretary/Treasurer)
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A Piece of History

Cumberland To either of the constables of the District of Harpswell

Greetings you are hereby required in His Majesty’s name forthwith to warn
Luke Curtis, who came into this district last May from Hanover to depart and
go out of the District of Harpswell forthwith and make due return of your do-
ing there on unto the Court of said District given under our hands at Harp-
swell on this third day of October and in the eight year of his Majesty’s Reign A
D 1768

William Sylvester
Paul Cunninghan

Selectmen of the District

Some Large Turnips

In the day’s of Parson Eaton, there lived in Harpswell a man named Eze-
kiel Curtis who was an excellent farmer-and among other crops, he frequently
raised some large and fine turnips of which he was very proud. It is said that on
one occasion when Parson Eaton called on Ezekiel; Mr. Curtis spoke of what a
good crop year it had been and bragged a bit about
the size and quality of his turnips.

“Raised some big ones, did you, Ezekiel?
“,said the Parson.

“As big as your damned old head, wig and
all, “ was the reply.

Visitors to the Harpswell Historical Soci-
ety Museum may see Parson Eatons Wig and
marvel at the size of Ezekiel’s turnips.
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An anxious night of the
New Jersey Coast

The Bark Ethel was a staunch and
weatherly vessel as she clearly demon-
strated on a winters night in 1895.

With Captain Frank Hodgkins as
Master, and Ben Campbell, also of
Harpswell as Mate, the Ethel had car-
ried a load of general cargo to Mon-
tevidio and was homeward bound for
New York with a cargo of hides.

The Captain’s wife Lizzie, and
their two small daughters, Katherine
Marsh and Anne Francis Hodgkins,
had made the voyage. Anne had
taken her first baby steps in Monte-
vidio.

All the way up the coast the
weather had been normal for a winter
passage, alternately good and bad.
The dreaded Cape Hatteras was safely
passed; but nearing New York off
the New Jersey Highlands, a howl-
ing northeast blizzard developed in
the late afternoon. Thus the captain
found himself off a lee shore with
zero visibility and with the wind
blowing at a whole gale force.

Wisely, Captain Hodgkins swung
off shore and started to beat into the
teeth of the gale, hoping to at least
be able to keep off in deep water and
avoid being blown ashore.

Late that evening the Captain
went below to the cabin and said to
his wife, “ I don’t know where we are
and can’t tell how far we are from
shoal water. If we get into the break-
ers I'll drive her in as far as I can.
You had better get yourself and the

children ready to be lashed into the
rigging.” Then he went back on deck.

When he came below a short time
later, he found his wife and two small
children dressed in their warmest
clothes and oilskins. His wife was sit-
ting in the cabin knitting. In surprise,
he said “How can you knit at a time
like this ?”

She calmly replied, “I had to do
something and this is the only thing
that I could think of

Fortunately, the Ethel held her
own against the wind all night and
made port the next day; but nine
other vessels were wrecked that night
on that same stretch of coast, with
considerable loss of life. Moreover the
New York morning papers, knowing

her approximate position, had listed
the Ethel as “Probably lost”.

It was a dramatic and anxious
night for the Captain and his Wife.
Moreover, it was not a pleasant one
for the crew who, mindful of their
own situation, had to handle the sails
and rigging all night as she beat, tack
after tack, into the teeth of a winter

blizzard
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We think this
picture of
Potts Point
may have

been taken in
the nineteen
thirties.

What do you
think?

If you have

an idea, call
Burr Taylor, or
email him.
725-2802 or
btaylorl@gwi.
net

We'll post it on
our web site

Harpswell Historical Society

Membership
Q $10.00 Individual Q $15.00 Family
O $25.00 Contributor a $50.00 Patron
O $200.00 Life a . Other
Name
Address

Town, State, Zip

Winter address, if different

Your Contribution is tax deductible

Please make your check payable to Harpswell Historical Society
and mail it to ¢/o Gerald York, Treasurer; Harpswell Historical Soci-
ety; 1334 Harpswell Islands Road; Orr’s Island, ME 04066
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